SLUG:   VOLUNTEER VACATIONS

SYNOPISIS:  There is a new trend in vacation travel: volunteering in the U.S. or overseas to help those in need.

Announcer: Bill Foreman

TRT: 1:35

ANCHOR LEAD IN:  IF YOU’RE PLANNING A VACATION ANYTIME SOON – CONSIDER A HOT NEW TREND THAT IS QUICKLY GOING MAINSTREAM.  IT’S CALLED VOLUNTOURISM.  AND TODAY, BILL FOREMAN TELLS US WHY SO MANY PEOPLE ARE TAKING TIME OUT TO HELP OTHERS AT HOME AND ABROAD.  

VO:  ONCE UPON A TIME, VACATIONS WERE JUST ABOUT SUN, FUN AND RELAXATION. THEN ADVENTURE TRAVEL GOT HOT.  NOW VACATION IS TAKING ON A WHOLE NEW MEANING AS MORE AND MORE PEOPLE USE TIME OFF FROM THEIR REGULAR JOBS TO MAKE THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE.  

SOT: (Christina Papadopoulos

Volunteer Traveler)  “My first trip was to China and I taught English at a school.  And the second trip was to India, and we spent most of our time at orphanages. My experiences as a volunteer traveler have definitely changed my life.” 

SENIORS AND THE BABY BOOM GENERATION THAT CAME OF AGE WITH CIVIL RIGHTS, POLITICAL ACTIVISM AND THE PEACE CORPS HAVE BEEN LEADING THE WAY. BUT YOUNGER TRAVELERS ARE JUMPING ON THE VOLUNTEER TRAVEL BANDWAGON , TOO.

(Bud Philbrook, President and Co-founder, Global Volunteers)  “Our volunteers come from every walk of life, every age bracket, every state in the United States and every province in Canada.  People want to give back.  They want to make a difference in their lives and a difference in the lives of others. ”

VO: THE OPTIONS FOR VOLUNTEER VACATIONS RUN THE GAMUT – IN THE U.S. AND ABROAD. VOLUNTEERS CAN WORK IN SCHOOLS, IN CLINICS. THEY CAN TUTOR CHILDREN – AND ADULTS -- OR ROLL UP THEIR SLEEVES FOR IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS. 

 (Cheryl Hudak President and CEO, American Society of Travel Agents)

“Volunteer vacations give a way of self-worth, of giving, of experiencing something different than you ordinarily would on a vacation.” 

VO: IN FACT – VOLUNTEER VACATIONS ARE A CORNERSTONE OF A NEW PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF TRAVEL AGENTS AND GLOBAL VOLUNTEERS.  

(Hudak)  “Travel agents are looking at ways to also support the local communities, and I think getting involved in travel and tourism and turning it over to our clients and letting them continue with that and giving back, I think it gives everyone a wonderful feeling, (p.1)  

VO: THE GOAL IS TO RAISE AWARENESS OF THIS TYPE OF VACATION – AND HELP TRAVELERS NAVIGATE THE MAZE OF AMAZING OPTIONS TO DO GOOD SERVICE. AFTER ALL – TRAVEL ISN’T JUST ABOUT PLACES – IT’S ABOUT PEOPLE. THIS IS BILL FOREMAN. 

ON-CAMERA TAG:  IF YOU WANT TO CONSIDER A VOLUNTEER VACATION FOR YOURSELF – OR YOUR FAMILY – YOU CAN LEARN MORE AND LOCATE A TRAVEL AGENT WHO CAN HELP YOU MAKE YOUR PLANS BY GOING TO WWW.TRAVELSENSE.ORG .

